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Dear Friends of St. Mary School,  

What a year it has been at St. Mary School, a year of challenges and daring as we’ve found our way 
through the Pandemic, but we have risen to the occasion by remaining fully open five days a week 
for in-person learning.  St. Mary School is providing a place of safety and security, faith and love for 
its children and families, teachers and staff with the majority of our students experiencing               
in-person instruction along with the option for parents to choose remote instruction for their      
children.  So it is with this in mind that I am pleased to present to you the “Year in Review” and the 
“Annual Report” for 2019/2020. 

Through all the difficulties, St. Mary School, a small, family-centered, Catholic school rooted in the 
traditions of the Daughters of Mercy, remains above the storm and continues to provide a quality 
education and formation to its children.  Each one of those descriptors is important to us:  

•Our “small” size allows us to offer personal, individualized attention to our students;  
 
•Our “Catholic” identity allows us, through Word, worship, community and service, to provide an environment that helps each    
student to develop spiritually, morally, socially, and in our communities, nation and the world that our God has given us;   

 
•As a school “rooted in the tradition of the Daughters of Mercy”, we help our children to develop into  good Christians and 
honest citizens; always respecting their developmental needs, in a family atmosphere;  

 
•As a “school”, we impart academic excellence and challenge our students to grow intellectually to their full possibilities and 
aptitudes.  This year especially, there has been a resurgence of understanding, valuing and honoring the critical impact St. 
Mary School teachers have on the success of the students.  St. Mary School faculty and staff are the most important asset we 
have.  Their commitment and dedication is unwavering.  

 
•We are a school “family”, and value the interest, involvement and collaboration of our parents, both virtually and in-person, 
who continue to support the many activities of our school making St. Mary’s a caring, life-giving community.   

Thank you to each of you who have supported St. Mary School so thoughtfully with your gifts and prayers.  If you have not made a 
donation this year, I ask you to please consider doing so. St. Mary School could not exist without your partnership.  During these 
challenging economic times, when the needs of our students have grown and so many organizations seek support, thank you for 
choosing to share your valuable resources with St. Mary School.  As you review the “Year in Review” and “Annual Report”, remem-
ber that the assessment of our year is not just statistics, charts and figures, but the many ways your gifting has assisted us.  

St. Mary School is proud of its many accomplishments and thanks God for the many blessings He has bestowed on our school and 
families.  We also entrust to Him the work that lies ahead, as we seek to educate our students to live lives of character, compassion 
and values that will continue to transform our school, our community and our world. 

It is my prayer that our Lord and His Blessed Mother watch over your family and keep them healthy.  St. Mary School is most hum-
bled by your prayers and gifts. 

 

Mr. Steven P. Hogan 
Principal 

We want to hear from alumni! 

Connect with us on Facebook 

and at www.smrschool.org 
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Trust in the Lord God for He is my everlasting Rock 
Isaiah  26:4 

St. Mary School current 8th grade students entered the annual Knights of Columbus essay contest and three of our        
students were winners.  The theme of the essay was “How trusting in God during a difficult time has helped you or 
someone you know find the strength and hope to endure it. “  See for yourself their stories…. 

 Have you ever felt like you were 

going through the motions of a normal day, 

and then in an instant it changes like a train 

going off its tracks? Everyday life is repetitive, 

doing the same things everyday for many 

days. You may take this for granted, like for-

getting to say goodbye, or I love you to your 

family   before you leave because that could 

be the last time you see them. People don’t 

think of the unexpected, but when it happens 

the first person you should turn to is God. 

 One Saturday in October, my aunt, 

uncle, and cousins woke up like it was a     

normal day. My aunt and cousins went off to 

work, and my uncle was home by himself. He 

was doing the things he did everyday, and 

then he passed out. No one knows how long 

he was there for, but when one of my cousins 

got home, they found him on the kitchen 

floor. He called 911, and my uncle was 

rushed to the hospital. He was there for a 

while, then the doctors realized that he had a 

brain  aneurysm. He had severe bleeding in 

his brain, but it would be a miracle to save 

him. And even if they saved him, he would be 

a vegetable. 

 My aunt is one of the most loving 

people in the entire world. She was heartbro-

ken when she had to decide to take him off 

of life support or not. Everyone in my family 

was praying and thinking of them for the en-

tire weekend. She did not want to take him 

off of life support because he was the love of 

her life, but she knew it was the right thing to 

do. I know in my heart that she was given the 

power by God to make that impossible deci-

sion. My family’s prayers and wishes com-

forted her through the tough time she and 

her sons had. 

 God is always with you no matter 

what. He comforts you in the toughest of 

times and never leaves your side. Father 

Idler, was the celebrant of the Funeral Mass. 

He was explaining that this is just your first 

life, and even though you can be very sad 

that loved ones have moved on, you need to 

realize that God has a plan for all of us. The 

plan he had for my uncle was to meet the 

Lord a little bit earlier than expected. When 

you die the first person you will see will be 

God. Now, even though I am sad that my 

uncle has passed, I know that he is in a better 

place with God and he will be in heaven in 

comfort there with God, forever. 

 Ultimately, God will be with you to 

the day you die. He is always over your shoul-

der, and whenever you are going through a 

tough time the first person you turn to 

should be Him. God will listen to all of your 

prayers. My uncle is now with Him in heaven 

and he will be forever. And when God makes 

it our time we’ll be reunited with God and all 

the loved ones who have moved on. If you 

ever feel like your train has gone off its track, 

just remember that God has a plan for you. 

“God is always with you no matter what.” 
By Anthony Calabrese 

 Have you ever been so entrenched 

in stress and it felt like there was no end? 

Maybe if there was too much work, a dead-

line for an assignment, etc. In these difficult 

times, we sometimes wonder where God is, 

and why He let this happen to us. What we 

don’t realize is that God is doing his great 

work at all times. God has a plan and every-

thing that happens to us happens for a rea-

son.  

 We have to start realizing all the 

times that God helped us be happy. All the 

times we’ve laughed and felt exuberance 

are all the times God has allowed us to feel 

happiness. However, sometimes you have 

to go through the storm to get to the rain-

bow. One person that has experienced this 

is my father. My father has been through 

tough times to get to America. He is a refu-

gee who has been taken from family, am-

bushed, and spent ten days at sea with no 

food or water just to get to freedom. 

Through all of this, his faith still stood 

strong.  

See “Rainbow” on Page 7 

“You have to go 
through the storm to 
get to the rainbow.”  

By Christine Lam 
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 To exemplify, my grandparents 

lost their 14-year-old dog, Molly, recently. 

Molly and I had grown up together. My 

grandparents got Molly when I was six 

months old. We played together, chased 

each other, napped together, ate together, 

and experienced life together.   

 Molly had many underlying health 

conditions as she got older. When she was 

laid down, it was no surprise because we 

had been expecting this for a couple of 

months. It was a very painful last day to-

gether. I sat with her, kissed her, and loved 

her more than anything. I spent time with 

her telling her that I loved her and that 

everything was going to be okay. I told her 

that she was going to go see God, cross the 

rainbow bridge, go play with her sister, and 

eat at the unlimited buffet with her in 

heaven. That night I cried, but I knew that 

she was with God, and He was welcoming 

her home to his kingdom. It hasn’t been 

easy but we all know she is in a better 

place. I knew that God had given me the 

strength to not curl up into a ball and cry 

but to go on with my day knowing she is 

with Him.  

See “Through my Faith“ on page 12 

  

 

 

  

 Have you ever felt like losing some-

thing has made you come closer to God? 

When you lose something or someone, you 

might feel empty inside. When you try and 

connect with God, to try and find an answer, 

it strengthens your relationship with Him. 

During a difficult time, you might question 

your faith and hope in God. Trusting in God 

will help us strongly get through life’s most 

wonderful & most difficult moments. We can 

still hang on to everything and not crumble 

down inside because we know He is there 

with each and every one of us. We can show 

we believe that God is there by knowing that 

He will assist us in everything we do and help 

us live as faithful human-beings.   

“Through my faith, belief, and  

understanding, I never feel alone.”  
By Addison Mancil 

The above drawing created by Addison Mello was chosen as one of the  
Diocese of  Camden Christmas Cards for 2019.  

Mason & Emma Briggs during Virtual 
Learning in the Spring  of 2020 created 
an Easter message for passerby’s to see.  

Mrs. Kris Sergi with Lily Grippo and Olivia DeFeo 
during annual Christmas Parties in 2019.  

Bishop Dennis Sullivan with Mr. Steven Hogan, 
Principal, during a Catholic Schools Week visit.   
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Q. It is now 2021 and you are a freshman at 

Lasalle  University.  What are you studying? Is this 

a career/field you have always wanted to pursue? 

A. I just recently declared my major as Marketing. 
I honestly had no idea what I wanted to study 
when I got here but taking a marketing class and 
a few business classes has helped me decide    
exactly what I want to do. I look  forward to 
learning a lot more about marketing. I also       
declared a psychology minor, which is something 
I have been interested in for a while now. 
 
Q. How do you feel St. Mary School   prepared 

you for high school and now for college? 

A. I feel that St. Mary school really did prepare 
me for high school and college. I learned how to 
balance my workload and how important aca-
demics are. However, I also learned that teachers 
are there to help which has proven true ever 
since. I think that is an important thing to learn as 
early as possible so you’re not afraid to ask for 
help when you don't understand something.  
 

Q. Where do you see yourself in ten years? 

A. I get asked this question quite a bit and I can 
never really give an answer. I am constantly 
learning and growing both academically and indi-
vidually. When I was at St. Mary’s I had a  com-
pletely different perspective on what I thought I 
would be doing now. Goals are going to change. 
As for now, my main goal is to be happy with 
what I’ve done. I believe that as long as you're 
happy with yourself and what you've achieved, 
you're successful. 

Alumni Spotlight 
Madeline Fawcett is a 2016 graduate of St. Mary School.  Madeline 

started her Catholic  education at St. Mary Magdalene in Millville      

before coming to St. Mary School. She then  attended Our Lady of  

Mercy Academy in Newfield where she graduated as Valedictorian  in 

2020.  Madeline is  now a freshman at LaSalle University.    

 

Let’s see what Madeline has to say about her education and  St. Mary 

School.  

Q. What are some of your most famous memo-

ries of St. Mary School? 

A. I have a lot of great memories from St. Mary’s. 
It is where I met one of my closest friends and 
where I found one of my passions. My favorite 
memories have to be play rehearsals in the gym, 
the endless shenanigans of my class, and all the 
memorable activities, like Grandparent’s Day and 
the talent shows. This list could go on and on, 
but I won't bore you with that.  
 
Q. You were in a lot of plays while at St. Mary 

School and in high school.  How has this helped 

you?  In what ways?  

A. Participating in theater really helped me find 
myself. It helped me to be more comfortable in 
my own skin. It also helped me with forming re-
lationships with people. In high school, I joined 
theater basically as soon as I got there since it 
was such a great experience in middle school. I 
made friends there very quickly because of it. 
With restrictions, there is not really a running    
theater program here, but the background has 
helped me be more comfortable reaching out to 
people. Theater does a really great job of helping 
you be more confident in being outgoing even 
when you may not be. I really believe it is what 
helped me out of 
my shell.  

Madeline at her 8th grade graduation in June 2016.   
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Q. What message/advice can you give to students now planning to 

graduate from 8th grade at St. Mary School?   

A. My advice to students getting ready to graduate is to genuinely enjoy 
yourself. I know everyone says this, but high school years fly by so fast. I 
feel like just yesterday I was singing in the church with my class in our 
graduation caps. I think it is really important to enjoy your high school 
years to their full potential, especially now. With this pandemic, we 
have learned that life can change so fast. One day we were enjoying 
lunch together, the next were stuck at home for two weeks. So, my ad-
vice is to live in the moment and have fun because you never know 
what tomorrow could bring.  
 
Q. In your 8th grade yearbook, you noted the following bible quote:  

"God can restore what is broken and turn it into something amazing.  All 

you need is faith."   Joel 2:25 How can you relate that to today with you 

being a freshman at college and all the restrictions now have? 

A. My first semester at college was 
obviously a lot different than what I 
thought. I was not on campus and 
had all online classes. However, now 
I am on campus and it is one of the 
experiences I am most grateful for. 
It truly is amazing. At first, it was 
difficult with all the restrictions, but 
we never gave up trying to still    
enjoy ourselves with them. Now, as 
restrictions are being lifted slowly, 
the experience just keeps getting 
better.  
 

 

Madeline as, “Zazu” in “The 
Lion King” in December 2015 

with fellow cast members.  

  

  

My dad came to America after the Vi-

etnam War as a refugee. At the time, 

Communists took over Vietnam. Since 

my grandfather worked for America 

against the Communists, they didn’t al-

low my dad to go to school, church, etc. 

The Communists killed family, took their 

land, and put my grandfather in a labor 

camp. My dad did not see my grandpa 

for twenty years. Due to this, my father 

realized he would have no future, so he 

escaped. He spent ten days out at sea 

with no food or water with a group of 

people. Two girls died on that trip. My 

father had to leave his family behind. He 

was put in a refugee camp that be-

longed to the United Nation. He still has 

scars from grenade shards. He was only 

nineteen. My mother also went through 

something similar. Her father worked as 

a spy for the CIA. Due to this he was also 

put in a labor camp. My mother didn’t 

see him for ten years.  

  

“Rainbow “ cont’d from pg. 4 

Through all of the things my parents en-

dured at a young age, they never lost faith. 

My parents continue to be faithful to this 

day. This faith is what helped my parents 

have the life  they currently have. My par-

ents own two  businesses and have four 

children. God  guided them and helped 

them throughout the years. My father even 

wanted to become a priest and was in 

training. However, he met my mom and 

created a life with her.   

 My parents’ stories are just one of 

the many times God has done His greatest 

work, which is loving us. We’ve all experi-

enced God’s work in our lives. That weight 

you feel lifting off your chest when you   

finish work is God’s love. That feeling of 

relief when you drift off into slumber is a 

sign of God keeping you safe. He has 

helped us keep going and live another 

day.  

 God’s love for us is so far beyond 

our comprehension. There are so many 

miniscule things that God does for us 

daily. We need to start appreciating Him 

and His greatness.  Everyone can do this 

by participating in church and praying to 

Him. We can also give virtue back to 

God’s creation such as caring for others, 

donating, and giving back to the Earth. 

The one thing the Earth needs right now 

is faith and love. 
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2020 Spirit of     
St. Mary Awards 

 

We were unable to hold our 2020 Spirit   
of St. Mary Awards in May.  Therefore,   

we would like to acknowledge those            
recipients and look forward to                

celebrating with them at our next         
Spirit of St. Mary Awards.   

 

The award recipients are: 

Gennaro & Theresa Bifulco Sr. 

Kathleen & Umberto Bifulco III 

Rich Cheli 

Dave Saglimbeni 

Tim & Donna Wagoner 

 

Humble is the first word that 

comes to mind when looking at the 2020 
recipients of the Spirt of St. Mary Awards.   
Each of these individuals would have 
been just fine without the recognition 
and in fact probably preferred it.   They 
are just doing what comes natural which 
is helping their community, their church, 
school and most anyone  they come in 
contact with.   
(Lives of Service) 
 

Passion describes their demean-

or and drive.  Each of them holds their 
faith close to their hearts and because of 
this faith, God has given them the desire 
and stamina to do, do, do and do again or 
should I say, give, give, give and give 
again and again and again.   These are the 
folks you can count on if you need some-
thing and rest assured when the call 
comes they are there to answer. 
(Hearts with God) 
 

Steadfast in their work and   

commitment. All of these candidates 
know what it means to work hard and 
their work ethic is an example to every-
one of what tenacity and dedication 
means. 
(Minds at Work) 

Theresa and Gennaro (Jerry) Bifulco, Sr. are 
grateful for the many blessings in their life. 
According to them, “Life is not always easy, but 
with our faith in God, all things are possible.” 
 
Faith is at the core of Jerry and Theresa’s    
family. Both of them attended Catholic schools. 
Their children, Gennaro SMS’03, Lisa SMS ‘01, 
and Umberto SMS ‘07, attended St. Mary 
School. While they wanted a good education 
for their children, more importantly, they 
wanted a Catholic-oriented curriculum that 
fostered their faith and values. 
 
Theresa served as a Room Mother and helped 
with afterschool activities, like cheerleading 
and basketball. They also chaperoned school 
dances and supported school fundraisers.  
 
They had wonderful relationships with the fac-
ulty and fellow parents from St. Mary School - 
friendships that still exist today. Theresa   not-
ed, “You were always welcomed and treated 
like family”. Birthdays, holidays, special occa-
sions and times of challenge were celebrated 
and supported.   
 
Jerry and Theresa believe that St. Mary School 
helped their faith and their children’s faith 
grow and develop. They are grateful for the 
sound academic and spiritual foundation their 
children received while at St. Mary School. 
They are very happy to see their   grandchil-
dren attending St. Mary School now.  
 
St. Mary School has enriched their lives as 
Christians. They are active members of the  
Parish of the Holy Cross. Theresa volunteers as 
a Eucharistic Minister and their son, Umberto 
Joseph, is an active member of the Knights of 
Columbus. 
 

Gennaro & Theresa Bifulco, Sr.  

“Always keep The Father, The Son, The 
Holy Spirit and Our Dear Blessed Mother at 
the Center of everything!”  This is Kath-
leen’s most repeated statement and words 
to live by. Her family and their lives can 
attest to it.  Umberto and Kathleen have 
taught their children (Umberto IV  SMS’97 
and  Kathleen Charlotte SMS’98) the way 
Jesus wants us to live and that their goal in 
life is to get to Heaven.  They taught their 
children to follow the Ten Commandments, 
respect yourself and others, be peacemak-
ers, forgive others, do good deeds, espe-
cially to help the elderly, and be mindful of 
your words and actions.   
 
These are certainly words to live by and 
when you come in contact with Kathleen, 
Umberto or their children you come to re-
alize that all of them share the same quali-
ties of being kind hearted,  gracious, faith-
filled, polite and always willing to give or 
help in anyway that they can.   
 
Umberto and Kathleen said they are      
reassured to know that St. Mary School 
was, and still is, reinforcing these Catholic 
values.  Umberto and Kathleen are thankful 
that SMS incorporates our Catholic faith 
into the daily curriculum.   
 
Their children realize the substantial bless-
ing of St. Mary School and have thanked 
them many times over.  Now as adults, 
they understand how St. Mary School en-
riched their lives and is a gift of a lifetime. 
 
Today, Kathleen and Umberto III are happy 
to see their grandchildren attending          
St. Mary School and are proud grandpar-
ents that can be seen here supporting not 
just their grandchildren but all of St. Mary 
School.  

Kathleen & Umberto Bifulco III 
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Rich is a commercial flooring contrac-
tor which serves the Tri-state area 
however he is first and foremost a 
product of St. Mary School where he 
started in 1966.  At the time, Sr.    
Bernardine Lolli, D.M. was principal 
and he was here while Father Joe 
Toscano, Father John Positano and 
Father Paul Onufer graced the halls. 
Rich is happy and proud to be part of 
the St. Mary’s story and is always 
ready to lend a helping hand.   
  
When asked about fond memories, 
Rich recalled many teachers like     
Sr. Ambrogina, Mrs. Cinotti and Sr. 
Marie Pierre Galetto.  He also recalls 
the time in first grade when he came 
back from Christmas break and the 
praying mantises had hundreds of 
offspring that escaped from the 
aquarium . The class spent most of 
the morning catching them.    
  
Rich is as genuine as they come.  He is 
a family man first and a man who 
wears his faith on his sleeve.  His wife 
Andrea and their two children Richard 
SMS ‘03 and Tyler SMS ‘06 are at the 
center.  His parents gave him his faith 
and he feels privileged to have had 
the nuns give him his foundation.  He 
is a firm believer in prayer and feels 
his life has been blessed.   
 
Rich would rather give then receive 
and in over 30 years he has been in-
volved with countless construction 
projects, tile projects, served on the 
St. Mary School Board, Finance Board, 
as a Parish Trustee, Parish Board 
Member, the St. Joseph       Society, 
New Italy American Society, North 
Italy Benevolent Association, and the 
Harmony Gun Club. 
 
Rich is always there when needed and 
most certainly has given much more 
than he has received.   

Rich Cheli 

Tim and Donna Wagoner are  
synonymous with St. Padre 
Pio Parish and East Vineland, 
and for many years, were a 
big part of St. Mary School. 
To them, their life is family 
and their family is the church 
and the school.   
 
They met while working in 
one of the Atlantic City     
casinos.  In 1989, they moved 
to Vineland and became   
immersed in East Vineland 
life.  They have four sons, 
Mark SMS ‘01, Josh SMS ‘04,  
Luke SMS ‘06 & Ben SMS ’08.  
As young parents  they gave 
of their time and talent and 
volunteered in anyway they 
could.    
 
Fast forwards 30+years     
later and they have never 
looked back.  You can be sure 
to  find one or both of them           
volunteering in the kitchen at     
Rosary Hall, in the school 
kitchen during an event, on 
the church grounds or any-
where help is needed.  Tim’s 
culinary talents and Donna’s 
baking skills have satisfied 
many of us throughout the 
years.  Donna received a   
degree from the Culinary  
Institute of America as a    
Pastry Chef.  Her cakes are 
widely known and loved.  
 

Donna  cooked in the rectory 
for Fr. Peter Saporito for 13 
years, Tim & Donna chaired 
the Palm Sunday dinners for 
20+  years and the St. Padre 
Pio Festival for ten years, plus, 
much more. Their time and 
talent doesn't stop with food.  
They have participated in the     
Passion Play; Tim as an apos-
tle and Donna as a soloist and 
woman of the Bible.  Donna is 
currently the VP of the Parish 
Council and most recently Tim 
& Donna spearheaded the 
Octoberfest. 
 
Donna remembers the Hal-
loween parties and parades,  
Mrs. Cathy Collini holding   
StoryTime for preschoolers, 
Mr. Mark D’Onofrio and then 
Mrs. Patty DeMatteo as  PTO 
presidents. She remembers 
making cakes with 2nd grade 
for the Flat Stanley party and 
always getting picked to make 
dessert for Ethnic Lunch     
during Catholic Schools Week.   
Having four boys,  Tim &   
Donna are proud to say that in 
all the years their boys attend-
ed  St. Mary School they were 
never called down to              
Sr. Bernardine’s office.    
 
St. Mary School gave their 
boys the foundation for life  
and prepared them for Sacred 
Heart, St. Augustine Prep and 
the future.  

Tim & Donna Wagoner 

Minds at Work 
Hearts with God 
Lives of Service 

When it comes to an all around 
guy  the buck stops at Dave.  Dave 
is a man of many talents and      
St. Mary School has certainly   
benefitted from those talents.  
Dave is originally from Schenec-
tady, New York, has twelve broth-
ers & sisters and two sons, David 
and Charlie.  He received a       
culinary degree from Schenectady 
Culinary School. Before relocating 
to Vineland, Dave owned and  
operated his own restaurant 
called DaVinci’s. Dave has been at           
St. Mary’s for close to 20 years in 
Maintenance and Grounds,  in the 
Cafeteria and as a Chef/Caterer.   
When something goes awry,  
Dave is the one who’s called; 
when the alarm goes off, Dave 
gets a call from the Alarm  Com-
pany and he hops in his truck and 
is here lickety split; when there’s 
a snow storm, you’ll find Dave 
plowing the parking lots to make 
sure school opens; plumbing   
issues?  Yep, you guessed it…Dave 
is there to fix it.  But nothing adds 
up to Dave’s talent then when he 
is in the kitchen.  He along with 
his teammates  (Tim & Donna 
Wagoner and  Donnie & Judy  
Fiocchi) are second to none.  
From Halloween parties, First  
Holy Communion Breakfasts and 
8th Grade Graduation Dinners 
and everything in between,   
nothing says Dave’s catering 
better than his infamous            
anti-pasta and homemade soups.   
 
All that said, it’s not the many 
hats Dave wears that makes the 
man.  It’s his sincere and           
unwavering desire to help      
whoever asks him.  

Dave Saglimbeni 
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OPERATION GRADUATION 
The year 2020 certainly presented world-wide challenges, difficulties and changes  because of COVID-19 
and quarantining.  Thousands and thousands of people like us planned to celebrate momentous        
occasions much like our 8th grade graduation.  With determination, perseverance and planning,            
St. Mary School delivered a graduation like no other for the class of 2020.    

A week-long celebration was 
held with a different surprise 
each day.  Day one, there was 
a video of student memories  
and, Mr. Hogan, Mrs. Barse & 
Ms. Varallo delivered personal-
ized graduation yard signs to 
each graduate’s home.   The 
deliveries spanned from Ocean 
City to Deerfield to Millville, to 
Vineland to Little Egg Harbor, 
and all points in between.  Day 
two, a special video farewell 
from all the teachers and staff 
was presented virtually.   

On day three, the student Last 
Will & Testaments and a music 
video was released over social 
media. Day four, there was    
virtual mass and awards           
ceremony.  Then, on day five, a 
Drive-In Graduation was held in 
the parking lot of St. Padre Pio 

Parish with pomp and circumstance 
and many car horns too.  All faculty 
and staff showed their support and 
decorated their cars for the occasion.  
A final farewell (car parade) looped 
around the teachers’ parked cars as 
they exited St. Padre Pio Parish. 
Then,  all the cars made a final drive 
by St. Mary School as 8th grade    
students.   
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 Another way of showing how 

faith in God can help people be strong is 

when I lost my grandmother. I was her 

only grandchild and she had to wait 71 

long years to become a grandmother. 

We had tea parties, ate scrambled eggs, 

had concerts, played games, which are 

some of the most      memorable mo-

ments we had. We remember these 

memories, although our time was cut 

short and she didn’t get to see me grow 

up completely, as a way to help us feel 

like she is still with me every single day. 

When I was three years old, we went to 

the Nutcracker Ballet. I told Grammi I 

was going to be that beautiful girl per-

forming the role of Clara. Fast forward 

to the month she passed, I told her I 

was chosen to be Clara in this year’s 

Nutcracker. The day before she passed, 

we rushed a recorded video of rehears-

als with me as Clara. It seemed as if God 

wanted her to sit next to my grandfa-

ther, whom I had never had the pleas-

ure of meeting, and watch their beauti-

ful granddaughter, from God’s kingdom 

together perform the role of Clara. I 

was nervous on stage, my very first time 

in that role, but I did it and I did it beau-

tifully for Grammi. I will forever be 

thankful for the opportunity and the 

moments I had with my  grandmother.  

  

  

 I know my Grammi and Molly 

are there and still with us in our 

hearts, as they watch us from God’s 

kingdom. I can stay strong during 

everything I do because I know that 

they are with God assisting me in my 

everyday tasks. I endure His strength 

by not staying in my room all day cry-

ing, but going out and living as they 

are still with me. My grandparents 

knew that they would find a Molly 

dog because God would find one for 

them. We prayed and prayed and 

finally, we found one. I know that my 

Grammi is still watching over me and 

guiding me as I go on and perform 

the Nutcracker. Every performance, I 

know she is up in the grand seat of 

Heaven.  

 These are memories very 

dear to my heart. Through my faith, 

belief, and understanding, I never 

feel alone. I know that God will show 

me the way to persevere through 

lifes ups and downs. It's exciting to 

wake up every day to know God is in 

charge of my life.   

 

“Through my Faith” cont’d from pg. 5 

Guests enjoy themselves at a Black Jack Table at 
Monte Carlo Night in February 2020.  

Grace Zikowski during a 2019 classroom 
Christmas party.  
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IT ALL ADDS UP! 
Mrs. Valerie Vezza and Mrs. Erin Jackson 
are the St. Mary School Middle School 
math teachers and they team-teach math 
to all middle school students.   Math is 
critical and is  a very hands-on, visual   
subject. The best place to learn it is in the 
classroom.  
 
As a math “team” they bounce ideas off 
each-other, share resources, and rely on 
each-other for help when planning. They  
work well together because they both love 
what they do.  Here is what they had to 
say... 
 
“I absolutely love teaching 
math. I found my love of 
math through God’s sense 
of humor. As a highly orga-
nized, “type A” personality, 
math comforts me because 
there is only one right an-
swer. In a crazy world, a little constancy 
goes a long way.  My favorite teaching 
moment is seeing that “ah-ha” when you 
see the confused look on a student’s face 
and while reexplaining it or trying another 
way, the light bulb turns on and you see 
the “oh, I get it now” look on their face. 
That moment is why I teach”.   
(Mrs. Valerie Vezza) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“I began my career teaching 
first and fourth grade. I 
moved into the middle 
school setting six years ago 
and absolutely love it.  
Teaching math is such a 
rewarding experience.  

Showing students that there is a real-
world component to what they are learn-
ing is my favorite part of teaching math.  
Watching them grow and learn year after 
year is extremely gratifying. When stu-
dents realize that they can utilize what 
they have learned in the everyday life it is 
amazing”.   

Christine Lam 8th grade 

The beauty of having a chance to teach all 
middle school students is that we get to build 
on topics each year and have the advantage of 
knowing exactly where each student was the 
year before. We tell our classes the              
importance of every topic and that we will be 
working on this again next year at the next 
level.  
 
Fifth grade students dive in headfirst and the 
focus begins with operations of whole num-
bers. Then, decimals, fractions, geometry, and 
conversions.  Fifth grade math serves as the 
foundation for the rest of middle school.   
 
In 6th grade we team teach. The focus is on 
fractions, decimals, and percents, all opera-
tions and the relationships between the three. 
We introduce the beginning steps of algebra 
with equations and expressions. Then, we 
wrap up with geometry.  
 
In 7th grade, the class is split into two groups, 
7th grade math and accelerated math, which is 
a Pre-Algebra course. We apply skills learned 
in 6th grade to introduce problem solving, 
word problems, solving for missing infor-
mation, etc. Through the year, we build on 
algebra skills that are needed for 8th grade.  

Vincent Caimi 8th grade 

In 8th grade, students are again placed in 
two groups. The Accelerated into Algebra 
1 and grade level in Pre-Algebra. Both use  
a high school level Algebra textbook.  The 
Accelerated class is more in-depth and 
moves at a faster pace. In either class, the 
students leave ready for high school      
Algebra 1 or based on their high school 
placement test, may start with Geometry 
in 9th grade.  In some cases, select        
students are eligible to take Geometry in 
8th grade allowing them to take Algebra II 
in 9th grade.  
 
Challenging students is key.  Not only do 
we want them to know the material, we 
want them to understand it! Skills are 
learned through traditional tests to perfor-
mance assessments to real-world projects. 
This allows each student an opportunity to 
show their understanding in the way that 
way best suits them. Not everyone is good 
at test taking, sometimes nerves get in the 
way but when that same student is given a 
chance to solve a real-world problem, the 
stress disappears, and they shine.  
 
“My favorite 
project this 
year was 
working 
with 8th 
grade on 
proportion-
ality and 
scaling. Each 
student 
brought in 
a candy 
bar. While enjoying their  Halloween treat, 
they used the wrapper as a model. They 
had to take measurements and show the 
work behind enlarging the candy bar 
wrapper to fit on an 8x11 sheet of paper. 
The needed to pay attention to the details, 
is the lettering scaled correctly, did it keep 
the same shape? They enjoyed the work 
and did a fabulous job! Those candy bar 
wrappers will serve as a great reference 
point for scaling and portion and hopefully 
will jog their memory and skills the next 
time.” (Mrs. Valerie Vezza) 
 
“Teaching percents in 7th grade is one of 
my favorite topics to cover.  I love bringing 
in restaurant menus and showing students 
how to apply taxes and tip, it is something 
that sticks with them and they will        
constantly use as adults.  I teach for many 
reasons, but seeing my students succeed is 
the number one.”  (Mrs. Jackson)   

Lena Giamboy 8th grade 

Sonny Scaffidi 8th grade 
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was notified of the shut down due 
to COVID-19, the teachers and   
administration devised a plan, and 
within 24 hours the plan was set in 
motion and students were learning 
from home.  Although not the ideal 
situation, we triumphed together 
and soon began to repeat the    
unified mantra, “#SMSSTRONG” on    
social media.   

The 2019/2020 School year started out 
like most others but in March our school 
world went virtual and the students and 
teachers didn’t skip a beat.  Here are some 
photographs of the students learning from 
home, St. Mary style.  We even threw in 
some  science experiments, “Career and 
Superhero Dress Up” days, Teacher Appre-
ciation and more.    When the school  

Students featured from 
top left to right: 
Caleb Love, Jack Quinlan, 
Nico Collini, Colin  
Gallagher, Mace DelFava, 
Caitlin Ramsi,  Carter  
Sikking, Nicholas & Mrs. 
Abrams,  Dominic  
Newton, Emma Briggs, 
Reiley Watson, Dominic 
Ricci and Madison  
Pontano and, our  very 
own superhero, Harper  
Krenzer.   

Abigail & Mackenzie Downing 
send a message to Mr. Hogan.  

Giuliana Zanni watches while Mrs. Newton 
teaches during a virtual class.  
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Mission based fundraising is key to building community and strengthening 
relationships.  Our success story endures because of each and every one of 
you. Through your commitment and contributions to St. Mary School we re-
main a leader in Catholic education and ministry. These gifts support the cele-
bration of our faith; promote good citizenship and lead students to become 
children of God.   
 
The gifts recorded in this issue are from the 2018/2019 Annual Fund Drive.  

   Thank you to OUR DONORS! 2019/2020 School Year 

The Scholar’s Club ($5,000 + up) 
 

    In Memory of:  
Donald A DeRossi 
Mark & Sandy D'Onofrio 
Nina Lascari 
James & Faustina Geraci Tuition Gift 
St. Mary Grandparent Association 
 
 

The Founder’s Club ($2,500-$4,999) 
    In Memory of: 

The Benevity Community Impact Fund 

Jim Geraci   Rone - Geraci Families 

Jack & Liliane Quinlan  

Steven P. Hogan   Paul &  Mona Hogan and  

    Sr. Mary McMahon, B.V.M. 

RASKOB Foundation  

    In Honor of:  

Austin & Margaret Maggioncalda Mr. Steven P. Hogan, Principal  

    & Fr. Robert L. Sinatra, Pastor 

 

The Principal’s Club ($1,000-2,499) 
  
    In Memory of: 
Bob Buono, Sr.   

Bifulco Farms Inc  

Richard & Andrea Cheli 

Cheryl's Uniforms  

Todd & Kristaann Corona  Louis & Joann Guaracini  

    and Sam Corona 

Augie & Joanne Fabietti  

David & Mary Galetto  Louis Galetto 

Doris Graiff  

Bill & Grace Hoffner  

Italian Cultural Foundation  

Lifetouch National School Studios  

Diocese of Camden Office of Catholic Schools  

Richard & Sherry Marolda  

Patrick & Lauren McGrory  

Miller Farms, LLC 

  

The Pastor’s Club ($500-$999) 

   In Memory of: 

Paul & Kimberly Abrams Deceased members of the  

   Magolda and Abrams families 

Joseph & Frances Andolaro  

Brian &  Kelly Davis  

DNS Solutions  

Timothy Forrest  

Anne Marie Gavin David J. Gavin 

Peter Grossi  Marie Grossi 

Stephen & Susanne Horvath  

Raymond Jackson 

John & Carol Kirchman Ed & Muffie McAndrews  

   and Jack Kirchman 

Kenneth &  Brooke Mello  

Thomas & Leanne Merighi, Jr.  

St. Mary School PTA  

St. Padre Pio Parish  

Genoa Farms Inc.  

   In Honor of: 

Brian & Lisa Simkins Jessica & Brian Simkins 

 

The Sr. Bernardine Lolli Club ($250-$499)  

 

   In Memory of: 
Michael & Jacqueline Alvarez  
Michael & Rachele D'Ippolito  
Debbie Franceschini Mike & Marie Debbi and  
   John & Anna Franceschini 
John & Diane Grippo  
Mariann Lilley  
Victor & Jaqueline Malench  
Christopher & Beth Ruske  
TreeRing 
The Parish of All Saints  
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament  
   In Honor of: 

Rita Bertino  Gemma & Christopher Venturi 

Events/Program Totals 

          

       Annual Fund  $ 171,000 

       Casino Night  $   34,600 

       Laps for Learning  $   31,000 

       You’re A Good Man  

 Charlie Brown Play $    7,500 

       Bags & Bucks Bingo $  14,300 
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We do our best to check our list for accuracy, but mistakes may be 
made, and your understanding is appreciated.  If you notice that your 
name has been omitted or misspelled in our listing, please accept our 
apology and contact us so that we can make the necessary correction. 

The Minds, Hearts & Service Club (up to $99) 
 
    In Memory of: 
Stephen & Patricia Barse  
Heather Ann Bonarrigo  
Gloria Bylone  
Luz Carmona  
Angelo Favretto  
Robert & Katherine Gregorio  
Peter Grossi   Barbara Bellus 
Peter Grossi   Pauline Battistini 
Robert & Joanne Hofstetter  
Anthony Infranco  
Mike & Erin Jackson  
William Jannarone  
Suzanne Johnson  
Andrew & Marlene Kraynock, Jr.   
Kevin & Krista McDonald  
James & Eileen McMahan  
Jana Mitchell  
Gerard & Kelly Moughan   
Brian & Amanda Newton  
Richard & Carol Pepe  
John & Diane Ploch   
Kenneth & Stephanie Pustizzi, Sr.  
Carlos & Awilda Roman  
Kimberly Trapuzzano  
Mark & Keriann Waldron  
 
   In Honor of: 
Leo & Doris Duquette Rita Quinn's 100th Birthday 
 

The 21st Century Learning Club ($100-$249)  
    In Memory of: 
      
Anonymous 
John & Anita Bertonazzi      
Umberto & Kathy Bifulco  Betty Jane "Cookie" Vivona 
Joan Brunozzi   Sam Brunozzi    
Steven & Gina Caimi      
Rodolfo & Jasmin Calderon      
Harry & Stephanie Callahan      
William & Donna Cedermark      
Enrico & Cathy Collini      
Louis & Mari DiOrio      
Ruth Ann Firmani   Joseph Firmani, Sr.  
James & Dawn Francesconi      
Shannon Gallina-Gruff  BM2, Nicholas Gruff, USCG  
Walter F. Gavigan      
Doris Graiff   Jon Pozzalon    
James & Karen Green      
Peter Grossi   Nancy Yanniello    
Clifford & Hillary Higbee  Thomas Ambrose  
Robert & Joanne Hofstetter      
Louella Levari   Robert P. Levari, Sr.   
Lucille Magolda      
Nick & Frances Magolda       
Jacqueline Quinlan      
Susan M. Reilly      
Kristina Sergi      
Nick & Kathleen Surace      
William & Judith Tamanini  
Antony & MaryAnn Thomas Christopher Varghese   
St. Mary Grandparent Association      
 
    In Honor of: 
John & Toni Burdey  Bill & Grace Hoffner  
St. Padre Pio Parish  
    Altar Rosary Society  Rita Quinn's 100th Birthday 
St. Padre Pio Parish  
    Senior Club 
    
 

Special thanks for 100%  

participation from the: 

School Board of Limited Jurisdiction,   

St. Mary School Faculty and the St. Mary  

School Grandparents’ Association.  
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 SPECIAL GIFTS 
Thank you to those individuals  

who gave a restricted gift.  
 

Art Department 
Bob Buono, Sr. 

Umberto & Kathleen Bifulco III 
 

Drama Department 
Bill & Grace Hoffner 

 
Library 

St. Mary School PTA 

 

Parent Parents 
Michael & Jacqueline Alvarez 

Marc & Lori Broome 
Brian & Lori Collini 

Brian & Jodi Delvecchio 
Anthony & Stacey Fanucci 
Doug & Megan Hargrave 

Arthur & Jill Kuppel 
Amanda Maurone 

Daniel & Vicki Mourning 
Eric & Allison Pagliughi 
Richard & Carol Pepe 

Edward & Jennifer Pompper 
Thomas & Mary Pontano 

Brian & Lisa Simkins 
Gurpreet Singh & Jyoti Kaur 

Anelia Tenava 
Michael & Sarah Vassallo 

 

Tuition Assistance: 
Anonymous 

Diocese Of Camden,  
Office of Catholic Schools 

Donald A .DeRossi 
The Benevity Community Impact Fund 

The James & Faustina  
Family Scholarship Fund 

 

“HOW TO” 

STEP BY STEP 
When Brian Simkins,  

a current 6th grade student  
was given the assignment to create 

a “How to” presentation in        
Language Arts, Brian didn’t take 

the typical route of describing step 
by step how to cook a special reci-

pe  or how to build something. 
Brian’s faith gave him inspiration 

and he  created a unique “How to” 
which is a fantastic way of teaching 

others the simple steps to          
becoming closer to God.  
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Paul & Kimberly Abrams 
Ace Plumbing Heating & Electrical 
Joseph & Rose Arena 
Albert & Denise Battelini 
Bryan & Laurel Bergamo 
Rita Bertino 
Steven & Janice Bertonazzi 
Anthony & Shirley Brago 
Maryanne Brown 
Anthony & Bonnie Brunozzi 
Joan Brunozzi 
Frank & Josette Carini 
Gaetano Catania 
Dan Graiff Farms, LLC 
Lisa DeCesero 
Janet Declementi 
Bob & Pat DeJong 
Barbara DeRuchie 
Steven & Joanne Downey 
DS Smith Packaging Vineland 
Leo & Doris Duquette 
Augie & Joanne Fabietti 
Robert & Leslie Ferrari, Jr. 
David & Lorraine Franceschini 
Craig & Donna Franks 
David & Kathleen Freshwater 
Peter & Jane Galetto 
Genova Investments 
 

Thomas & Doreen Giannone 
Nick & Luann Germanio 
Doris Graiff 
Linda Hendricks 
Robert & Joanne Hofstetter 
Antoinette Infranco 
J & E Petronglo & Sons LLC 
Leone Produce LLC 
Henry & Joanne Levari 
Donald & Claudia Lovisone 
Austin & Margaret Maggioncalda 
Dominic & Rhonda Maimone 
Michael Cerrato 
Miller Farms LLC 
Muzzarelli Farms Inc. 
Edward & Lori Petronglo 
Michael & Mary Ann Pontano 
Cino & Chris Porricelli 
Joann Prato 
James & Margaret Procaccino 
John & Carol Reichert 
Michael & Pamela Rigo 
Agatona B. Salita 
Southwest Florida Home Watch LLC 
John & Vicki Springfield 
Gary & Paula Steere 
Marie Sterchele 

Dennis Dalponte 

Each year families honor their 
loved ones with a donation to 
the Annual Fund and St. Mary 

School holds a mass and  
reception in memory of those 

who have passed away.   

We fondly remember Mr. Ronald Dandrea, 
who passed away in April, 2020.  Ron was  
a true gentleman to all and he and his 
family  were strong supporters of Catholic 
school especially St. Mary School. He and 
his wife Sandy’s three children attended  
St. Mary School.  We are truly grateful for 
the all that the Dandrea’s have provided to 
St. Mary School.  

Paul  & Kimberly Abrams 
Dennis & Austa Badaracco 

Perry & Kathleen Barse 
Phyliss Bassetti 

Mark & Lisa Benedetto 
Rita Bertino 

Steven & Janice Bertonazzi, Sr. 
Carol Cassisi 

Dan Graiff Farms LLC 
DeMarco Produce Company 

Anthony & Maureen Depasquale 
Babara DeRuchie 

Mark & Sandy D'Onofrio 
D'Ottavio Produce 

David & Lorraine Franceschini 
Marie Franceschini 

Debbie Franceschini 
David & Mary Galetto 

Harry & Sandra Hearing 
Bruce & MaryAnn Laielli 
Francesca Maggioncalda 

Medio Law Firm 
Paul & Maria Williams 

John & Diane Ploch 
David B Rosenburg 

Scott & Joan Smaniatto 
John & Colleen Vogel 

Louis Galetto 

 

We fondly       
remember  

SMS ’graduate  
Class of ‘92  

Francis Cassisi 
who passed 

away in  
Sept. 2019.  

Doris Graiff 
Victor & Jaqueline Malench 
William & Judith Tamanini 

Ronald Franceschini, Sr.  
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Plans are underway to renovate an existing classroom into our new Learning  

Commons for all students.  Remodeling of the classroom will take place during 

the summer of 2022 and open in September 2022.  

The LEARNING COMMONS 

Libraries are reinventing themselves as content becomes more 

accessible online and their role becomes less about housing 

books and more about connecting learners and constructing 

knowledge.  (Holland, 2015)  

St. Mary School plans to add a Learning Commons where     

students will have access to digital pathways for learning along 

with the traditional printed materials. Today with digitization of 

content and the ubiquity of the internet, information is no 

longer confined to printed materials accessible only in a single, 

physical location.  (Holland, 2015)    Learning commons, also 

known as    scholars' commons, information commons or digital 

commons, are learning spaces, like libraries and classrooms 

that share space for information technology, remote or online 

education, tutoring, collaboration, content creation, meetings, 

socialization, playing games and 

studying. (Inititave, 2011) A Learning 

Commons provides boundless op-

portunity for growth. It is based on a 

cross-curricular perspective that 

recognizes literacy, numeracy, 

knowledge, thinking, communica-

tion, and application as foundations 

for learning how to learn. 

(Wikipedia, 2021)  

Students appear to have natural 

abilities to use emerging technology. 

But the reality is, while students 

easily grasp the entertainment and 

communication value of the devices 

they use, they need to be taught 

how these tools can be used in 

learning and critical thought.  

This is a task for the Learning Commons. There is growing consen-

sus among educators that students need to learn transferable skills 

in order to work efficiently and successfully in our future world. To 

achieve this, students will need to become critical consumers of 

information, effective problem solvers, capable decision makers 

and innovative communicators as well. They will require the skills 

and ability to flow with change. And most of all, students will need 

to understand that these transferable skills give them the capacity 

to make a difference in this world... personally. (Wikipedia, 2021)  

The vision for the Learning Commons is to provide a space that is 

envisioned for the future. The libraries of the 21st century provide 

a welcoming common space that encourages exploration, creation, 

and collaboration between students, teachers, and a broader com-

munity. They bring together the best of the physical and digital to 

create learning hubs. Ultimately, libraries will contin-

ue to inspire students to construct new knowledge 

and meaning from the world around them. (Holland, 

2015) 

St. Mary School’s Learning Commons will become 

the physical and virtual catalyst where inquiry, imag-

ination, discovery, and creativity come alive and be-

come central to growth.  

 

Works Cited 
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A donation to the Annual Fund can support new innovations such as the construction of the new Learning Commons.   

Please consider making a donation to the Annual Fund by using the pledge envelope located in the center of the magazine,   

or, you can access on-line giving by visiting www.smrschool.org/giving.  
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  www.smrschool.org 

 

St. Mary School  
St. Padre Pio Parish 

735 Union Road  

Vineland, NJ 08360 

Above: Myla Pontano proudly dis-
plays what St. Mary School means to 
her. Right:  LED Robot was the hit of 
our annual Halloween Bash in      
October 2019.  


